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weeks, nor probably so soon ; and I will keep back the title-page, for such an insertion as you seem to promise me. Be pleased to let me know what money I shall send you, for bearing the expence of the affair ; and I will take care that you may have it ready at your hand.
' I had lately the favour of a letter from your brother, with some account of poor Collins, for whom I am much concerned. I have a notion, that by very great temperance, or more properly abstinence, he may yet recover1.
'There is an old English and Latin book of poems by Barclay, called "The Ship of Fools;" at the end of which are a number of Eglogucs; so he writes it, from Egloga 2, which are probably the first in our language. If you cannot find the book I will get Mr. Dodsley to send it you.
' I shall be extremely glad to hear from you again, to know, if the affair proceeds3. I have mentioned it to none of my friends for fear of being laughed at for my disappointment.
'You know poor Mr. Dodsley has lost his wife ; I believe he is much affected. I hope he will not suffer so much as I yet suffer for the loss of mine.
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I have ever since seemed to myself broken off from mankind ; a kind of solitary wanderer in the wild of life, without any direction, or fixed point of view: a gloomy gazer on a world to which I have little relation. Yet I would endeavour, by the help of you and your brother, to supply the want of closer union, by friendship: and hope to have long the pleasure of being, dear Sir,
' Most affectionately your's,
' SAM. JOHNSON.' '[London,] Dec. 21, 1754.'
1755: yiiTAT. 46.]— IN 1755 we behold him to great advantage; his degree of Master of Arts  conferred  upon him, his
1 Johnson says (Works, viii. 403) that when Collins began to feel the approaches of his dreadful malady ' with the usual weakness of men so diseased he eagerly snatched that temporary relief with which the table and the bottle flatter and seduce.'
3 ' Petrarch, finding nothing in the word eclogue of rural meaning, supposed it to be corrupted by the copiers, and therefore called his own pastorals aeglog!tcs, by which he meant to ex-
press the talk of goatherds, though it will mean only the talk of goats. This new name was adopted by subsequentwriters.' Johnson's Works, viii. 390.
3  ' Of the degree at Oxford.'  WAR-TON.—BOSWELL.
4  This verse is from the long-lost Bellerophon, a tragedy by Euripides. It is preserved by Suidas.    CHATCLUS BURNEY. 'Alas ! but wherefore alas ? Man is born to sorrow.1
Dictionaryr enemies.' Wrooll's Warton, p. 228.
